
 
 

 

 

 

AiCuris hosts mini-symposium of experts to discuss challenges and 

breakthroughs in anti-infectives at BIO-Europe
®
 2016 

Wuppertal, Germany, November 8, 2016 – In celebration of its 10
th
 anniversary, AiCuris Anti-infective 

Cures GmbH, a leading company in the discovery and development of drugs against infectious diseases, 

today hosted in cooperation with BIO Clustermanagement NRW GmbH a press conference and mini-

symposium at the BIO-Europe® 2016 - 22nd Annual International Partnering Conference in Cologne, 

Germany. At the mini-symposium, entitled “Challenges and breakthroughs of anti-infective therapies – 

10 years of AiCuris!,” renowned experts in infectious diseases discussed current and future treatment 

needs and the challenges that have to be addressed. 

Prof. Dr. Theodor Dingermann, Goethe-University Frankfurt, Institute for Pharmaceutical Biology 

opened the event, with a short introduction and highlighted the increasing need for new, innovative 

approaches to face one of the biggest threats to human health worldwide - antimicrobial resistance.  

The natural ability of bacteria and viruses to evolve and defend themselves, coupled with the overuse of 

many commonly used antibiotics, has created a situation where some of the most powerful antimicrobial 

treatments are no longer effective for many patients. Also, for many years development of new antibiotics 

has slowed to a standstill given antibiotics are thought to be not as profitable as other drugs and there was 

not a clear path to regulatory approval for new treatments.  “However, with the rise of antimicrobial 

resistance reducing the effectiveness of common antibiotics, the EU and US have recently published new 

guidelines and clear approval criteria so that more companies are now taking up the challenge and there 

are more programs in the development pipeline”, stated Prof. Dr. Dingermann. 

Prof. Dr. med. Andrew Ullmann, University Hospital Würzburg, Department Infectious Diseases next 

gave a talk, “Current challenges in anti-infective therapies from a clinician’s perspective.” Recently 

the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control stated that approximately four million patients 

per year develop hospital-acquired infections (HAIs) in Europe, resulting in 37,000 deaths – the vast 

majority of which are due to antibacterial resistance. The estimated healthcare costs of HAIs is 

approximately EUR5.5 billion mainly due to the 5 to 40 extra days a patient who has faced an HAI needs 

to spend in the hospital. Therefore, preventive measures including intensive hygiene and control 

programs, dedicated diagnostic and analysis of the bacterial pathogens and potential resistances through 

well-trained physicians as well as a conscience use of antibiotics are important. This can help to avoid 

existing treatment opportunities will further lose their efficacy and should be a top priority. But this is not 

enough. There is also an urgent need for new therapies with new modes of action and resistance-fighting 

characteristics.  

In a time when medicine is reaching new heights – immunotherapies that are curing certain cancers, or 

more and more sophisticated transplantations are possible – it is unthinkable that antibiotic resistance 

could cause a future that mirrors the days before antibiotics were developed; where people had to die of 

common infections, and where many medical interventions that today we take for granted, like including 

general surgery, were highly risky if not impossible. 

Since founding as a spinout from Bayer Healthcare’s Anti-infective division in 2006, AiCuris has 

established itself as a powerhouse for anti-infective R&D. In his talk, “AiCuris: 10 years of successful 

R&D in anti-infective therapy,” Dr. Holger Zimmermann, CEO of AiCuris Anti-infective Cures 
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GmbH, spoke of the company’s achievements in developing a pipeline of novel resistance-breaking 

antiviral and antibacterial agents that address major unmet medical needs. 

Letermovir, the company’s lead clinical compound, a prophylactic treatment against human 

cytomegalovirus (HCMV) in bone marrow transplant patients and licensed to Merck & Co. (MSD) in 

2012, just met the primary endpoint in a pivotal phase 3 study and probably could be the first drug 

derived from AiCuris’ development activities that enters the market in the near future. Next in the 

pipeline is Pritelivir, a helicase-primase inhibitor, being developed to treat herpes simplex virus Type 1 

(HSV-1) and Type 2 (HSV-2) infections, that has successfully completed two phase 2 clinical trials as an 

oral formulation against genital herpes and a clinical phase 1 study in its topical form against labial 

herpes. In addition, in 2011, the Company began to focus specifically on the development of life-saving 

cures for the treatment of Gram-negative infections to ensure effective resistance-breaking antibacterial 

therapeutic options for the future. Today, AiCuris’ antibacterial pipeline comprises several highly 

innovative discovery programs as well as a late stage preclinical candidate targeting multi-resistant Gram-

negative pathogens. The company is preparing to start a phase 1 clinical trial with AIC499, a novel Gram-

negative resistance-breaking antibiotic and is awaiting results from a phase 1 trial with its immune 

modulator AIC649 performed in Hepatitis B virus (HBV)-positive patients.  

Dr. Zimmermann stated: “Throughout our ten-year history, we have remained focused on developing 

novel antiviral and antibacterial agents for the treatment of severe and potentially life-threatening 

infectious diseases.  Today we believe we are on the brink of seeing our efforts truly bear fruits with the 

recent announcement of positive Phase 3 data with letermovir against human cytomegalovirus in bone 

marrow transplant patients.” At the end he thanked the founding-CEO Helga Rübsamen-Schaeff, the 

AiCuris’ employees and the investors for their dedication and significant contributions to the current 

success, without which these achievements would not have been possible and added: “Fighting emerging 

resistant pathogens needs dedicates teams. AiCuris is ready to take this challenge.”  

All presentations as well as additional information such as the CVs of the presenters can be downloaded 

as a digital press kit from the Company’s webpage under: http://www.aicuris.com/108/News-

Media/Press-Kit-Bio-Europe-2016.htm 

 

 

About AiCuris Anti-infective Cures GmbH 

AiCuris was founded in 2006 as a spin-off from Bayer and focuses on the discovery and development of 

drugs against infectious diseases. The company’s majority investor is SANTO Holding. The company is 

developing drugs for the treatment of viruses such as human cytomegalovirus (HCMV), herpes simplex 

virus (HSV), hepatitis B virus (HBV), and adenoviruses. In the field of antibacterials, AiCuris seeks to 

develop innovative treatment options for life-threatening, (multidrug)-resistant hospital-treated pathogens. 

In 2012, AiCuris signed a license agreement with Merck & Co (MSD), one of the largest agreements of 

its kind in the European biotech industry. The agreement covers the development and commercialization 

of novel drug candidates against HCMV. Letermovir, the most advanced compound under this agreement, 

met primary endpoints in a pivotal phase 3 clinical trial in patients undergoing bone marrow 

transplantation. 

http://www.aicuris.com/108/News-Media/Press-Kit-Bio-Europe-2016.htm
http://www.aicuris.com/108/News-Media/Press-Kit-Bio-Europe-2016.htm
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Contact: Media Relations 

AiCuris Anti-infective Cures GmbH MC Services AG 

Katja Woestenhemke Anne Hennecke 

Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 475/Geb. 302 Kaiser-Friedrich-Ring 5 

42117 Wuppertal 40545 Düsseldorf 

  

Phone      +49 202 317 63 0 Phone    +49 211 529 252 22 

Fax          +49 202 317 63 1601 Fax        +49 211 529 252 29 

Email      business@aicuris.com Email     anne.hennecke@mc-services.eu 

Web         www.aicuris.com Web       www.mc-services.eu  
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